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Celebrating Summer’s End
On Sunday, September 11, Gilbert Schneider, OFM,
drove from Fort Defiance, Arizona, along a dirt road to Blue
Canyon, where a number of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament parishioners live.
“We decided to have an End of Summer Mass,” said
Gilbert. “It is a beautiful and scenic area.”
Mass was celebrated near the home of the Toadlena
family. “The residents put up canopies, wind and sun
shelters, which were most welcome,” Gilbert noted.
Approximately 40 people attended, including sheep and
goats.
“The parishioners/residents of Blue Canyon prepared
a very nice meal,” the pastor added. “People stayed around
conversing and taking in the beauty of the area.”
It’s an event they hope to repeat every year.

The road to Blue Canyon

Gilbert Schneider, OFM, celebrates Mass while the
sheep and goats go about their business

Those attending the End of Summer Mass
enjoy a meal afterward
(Photos provided by Gilbert Schneider)

Labor Day Activities

Communications Corner
News

Dale Jamison, OFM (far left) joined Diocese of Gallup Bishop
James Wall (center, back) at the morning Labor Day Mass for
religious men and women at Sacred Heart Retreat Center, Gallup

St. Francis Parish, Gallup, NM, will
celebrate the Feast of St. Francis on
Sunday, October 2, starting with Mass at
10:00 AM. The blessing of the animals will
take place at 12:00 Noon, which also
signals the start of the parish fiesta, running
until 5:00 PM. Besides food, games and
entertainment, there will be pie eating and
karaoke contests, and a raffle drawing with
the top prize of $10,000. For more
information, contact Abél Olivas, OFM, at
505-863-3033.
Also, there will be a “Dirty Birds”
motorcycle run on October 2, benefitting
St. Francis Parish, Gallup. Registration
begins at 9:00 AM at Taylor Bear Flowers,
412 N. Second Street, Gallup.
Birthday
24 – Miguel Alcantar

Left: Abél Olivas, OFM, joined Bishop Wall and
other priests at St. Francis Parish, Gallup, on
Labor Day afternoon for a Mass celebrating the
newly canonized St. Teresa of Kolkata
(Photo: Patrick Dillon)

Right: The many of the friars gathered
at San Juan Diego Friary in
Albuquerque for the annual “Play Day”
cookout.
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Into Our Tradition – A Monthly Reflection from Our Franciscan Heritage
Jack Clark Robinson, OFM
Dear Brothers,
Last month, as we continued to look at our
General Constitutions, we began to look at our vows. Our
vows trace back to the ancient tradition of the Church as
an expression of the evangelical counsels. Francis named
them specifically for us in the first words of his Rule:
“The Rule and life of the Friars Minor is this, namely, to
observe the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, by
living in obedience, without anything of one’s own, and
in chastity.” (Rule in 1223, 1:1) I want to draw attention
at the moment to the order in which Francis placed the
vows. Though quite often, the public impression of the
Friars is that we are all about poverty, the living “without
anything of one’s own,” that is not the first priority
Francis presented in the Rule. Obedience comes first.
And it is obedience that the Constitutions first examine
when they start to look more closely at the implication of
the vows in the practical ways in which we live our lives.
Article 7 of the General Constitutions speaks
clearly of the heart of our particularly Franciscan concept
of obedience. Franciscan obedience is a “cross” with
vertical and horizontal elements. Obedience is not just a
straight line up and down (God, the Church, the Ministers
and Guardians command those below them and their
subjects give their obedience straight back up), but
obedience for friars is also a matter of listening for the
voice of God in each other (brother to brother).
Here is Article 7:
§1 By their vow of obedience, the friars follow Jesus
Christ who “placed his will at the will of the Father”; they
deny themselves; and they submit their own wills to their
legitimate Ministers and Guardians “in all things which
they have promised the Lord to observe”. In this way
they attain more completely to personal maturity and the
freedom of the children of God.
§2 For the good of the Church and the Order, all the friars
owe to the Minister General, the legitimate successor of
St. Francis, the highest obedience and respect, as a sign of
the unity and fellowship of the whole fraternity.
§3 “Through charity of the Spirit,” the friars “should
voluntarily serve and obey one another”; together they
should seek out the signs of the will of the Lord God.
Section 1 reminds us that the source of our
obedience is the example of the obedience of Jesus.
Further, “obedience” comes from the Latin “oboedio,” a
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verb that means “to listen to,” as well as “to obey.” So
obedience contains within it the idea not simply of
compliance, but also of a truly attentive listening to see
how the authority behind the obedience seeks to “author”
me, to bring me more and more to life. That “authoring”
means that I will come to a greater personal maturity and
freedom through obedience. As a side note, despite the
seeming contradiction, I shall never forget that the
greatest sensation of freedom that I have ever known was
when I placed my hands into those of Jeremy Harrington,
my Minister Provincial at the time, and made solemn
profession of my lifetime vows and commitment to
obedience. Somewhere in the depth of my being, I knew
that in surrendering my will, I was in that moment forever
set free to be who God had called me to be: my whole life
would be spent as a Franciscan!
Section 1’s mention of Guardians is the first
mention of Guardians in the General Constitutions. With
the advent and preponderance of smaller friar
communities in our Province, we have a tendency to
overlook the very special dignity which our tradition and
the Constitutions bestow on the Guardians among us. The
office of Guardian was never meant to be an
administrative post, but rather it is a spiritual
responsibility entrusted to one friar for the good of the
brothers with whom he lives in closest proximity and
intimacy. Guardians deserve our obedience, and we
deserve Guardians whose first concern is the welfare of
the whole local community and the well-being of every
friar within it.
Section 2 points out the figurative “double
connection” personified in the Minister General. At this
moment, on one hand, Michael Anthony Perry connects
all of the friars in the world to the Universal Church. On
the other hand, he also connects us in a symbolic way to
the inspiration of Francis of Assisi himself and to each
other.
Section 3 crosses the vertical obedience which the
friars owe to legitimate authority within the Church and
the Order with the horizontal obedience that we owe to
one another. Our listening for the will of God means that
we listen carefully, respectfully and openly to each other!
In our fraternity as well as in our lives, we know that God
never limits communication with us to a single channel.
Our structures of obedience help with discernment, but
they are not monopolies. With “charity of the Spirit” God
speaks to each of us through each of us! That is a unique
quality of Franciscan obedience!
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When the Only Word is, “Wow!”

Feast day celebrations at the pueblos of New Mexico are sensory-intense events. Ear, eye, nose and
tongue are engaged throughout the day-long activities, while no photography is permitted to capture the
moments.
On September 2, friars from Our Lady of Guadalupe Province joined Diocese of Gallup Bishop James
Wall at Acoma Pueblo - Sky City - to honor St. Stephen, King of Hungary, one of the patron saints. (The other
feast celebrated is St. Stephen the Martyr, on December 26.)
During the 8:00 AM Mass, Bishop Wall installed Gerald Steinmetz, OFM, as pastor in San Esteban del
Rey Church. The Mass was concelebrated by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM, Minister Provincial, Chris Kerstiens,
OFM, Dale Jamison, OFM, and Deacon José-Luis Peralta, OFM.
With no electricity in the church, it was often necessary to hold up the pages to catch what light shone
through the main doors and south-facing windows, in order to read the prayers.
The historic structure, built in 1629, is a marvel in that its numerous wooden ceiling beams were carried
overland, never allowed to touch the
ground during the ascent up the high
slope. Spanish-inspired paintings of
saints on the reredos behind the altar
stand out even in limited light.
Only four pews are situated in
the church, near the front. During
Mass, the people stand, an exercise in
stamina that extends to the traditional
dances which take place later in the
village plaza. There, men and women
- from the youngest to the oldest follow the drums and chanting. The
men are bare-chested, with fresh pine
branches fastened to their upper arms,
and at the waist on their backs. They
wear bells made of shells, and carry
hand-made rattles, and have animal
furs as “tails”. The women wear
hand-sewn clothing and head dresses
reflecting their clan or kiva
affiliations.
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