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Holy Doors for the Year of Mercy

When Pope Francis opened the Holy Doors at the Vatican on December 8, 2015, commencing the Year of
Mercy, some people might have thought the only way to gain the plenary indulgence would be by traveling to Rome.

That’s not the case.
Dioceses in the United States - and other countries - have their own sets of Holy Doors, through which the

faithful may pass and gain the indulgence. In the Diocese of Gallup, New Mexico, four other churches have Holy
Doors, as well, and two of them are staffed by Franciscans of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Fort Defiance, Arizona, is one of the locations, honoring the
100th anniversary of the church. In Laguna, New Mexico, St. Joseph Church - one of the oldest churches in the state -

also has Holy Doors.
More is involved in obtaining the

plenary indulgence than merely passing
through the Holy Doors. The requirements
include receiving the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and Holy Eucharist, and
offering prayers for the intentions of the
Pope. The indulgence can be obtained on
behalf of a departed loved one, or for oneself,
but only once per day.

Still, it’s a great convenience to have
the Holy Doors within the Province, so more
people can take advantage of this special
blessing during this special Year of Mercy.

The window above the Holy Doors at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament

St. Joseph ChurchOur Lady of the Blessed Sacrament



St. Joseph Church
Laguna, NM
Sunday, February 14 - Wednesday, February 17
Rev. Rafael Bonanno, OFM
6:30 PM
Theme: Rediscovering Faith and Mercy in our

Troubled Times

St. Anne Church
Acomita, NM
Sunday, February 21 - Wednesday, February 24
Rev. Rafael Bonanno, OFM
6:30 PM
Theme: Rediscovering Faith and Mercy in our

Troubled Times

Holy Family Parish
Albuquerque, NM
Friday, February 26
7:00 PM
Passion Play

Lenten Missions/Events

St. Mary Mission
Tohatchi, NM
Sunday, February 28 - Wednesday, March 3
Br. Maynard Shurley, OFM
6:30 PM
Theme: Mercy, a Way of Life

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
Fort Defiance, AZ
Sunday, March 13 - Wednesday, March 16
Most Rev. James S. Wall, Bishop of Gallup
7:00 PM
Theme: The Year of Mercy

Communications Corner

News...
Blessings to Fr. David Gaa, OFM, who was

elected Minister Provincial for the Santa Barbara
Province during their Chapter in January, along
with Vicar Provincial Martin Ibarra, OFM, and the
new definitorium.

Blessings also to Fr. Algirdas Malakauskas,
OFM, elected Minister Provincial for the St.
Casimir Province in Lithuania, part of the English
Speaking Conference (ESC).

Rest in Peace
Fr. Berard Doerger, OFM, passed into

eternal life on Sunday, January 24, 2016. Eternal
rest grant unto him, O Lord!

Mark Your Calendars!
The Blessing, Dedication and Inaugural

Symposium for the Becoming Place, the OLG
Province’s new archives and retreat facilities, will
take place Friday and Saturday, March 18 and 19,
2016. More details to come!

February Birthdays 
2 – Larry Bernard
6 – Bruce Michalek
14 – José Luis Peralta
25 – Ronald Walters

Part of the January celebration for Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Br. Gordon Boykin
participated in an African-American Mass

in Albuquerque.
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Members of Espiritu Santo Fraternity Fraternity minister Ellie Sanchez read from
the Secular Franciscan Rule.

Fr. Erasmo delivered a reflection in English
and Spanish.

Fr. Jack Clark Robinson signs the fraternity charter as
Cathy Pierce and Jane DeRose Bamman watch.

Establishing a New Secular Franciscan Fraternity

On Sunday, January 24, 2016, Espiritu Santo Fraternity was canonically established during a Mass at Holy
Family Parish, Albuquerque. Fr. Jack Clark Robinson presided, with Fathers Chris Kerstiens, Patrick Schafer and
Erasmo Romero concelebrating.

SFO Regional Minister Donna Hollis
welcomed the new fraternity.

The entrance procession
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Remembering Queen of Angels Chapel
While it is not all that rare when a person

comes full circle in his or her life, it is unusual for that
to happen to a building. Yet, with Queen of Angels
Chapel in Albuquerque, that’s just what has occurred.

The origins of the chapel, located on 12th

Street NW, began when the Sisters of St. Francis of
Perpetual Adoration, Colorado Springs, Colorado,
donated a parcel of land to the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe in the early 1950s, on the condition a church would
be built there. Queen of Angels Chapel was built
primarily to accommodate CCD classes for children
attending the nearby Albuquerque Indian School.

The Franciscans of St. John the Baptist
Province staffed the chapel, celebrating weekend
Masses and providing the Sacraments to those living
in the neighborhood. While not actually a parish,
baptisms and some funerals were performed within the
chapel’s walls.

When the Indian School left Albuquerque for
Santa Fe in 1981, the need to educate the children in
the Catholic faith ended. But the
community at Queen of Angels
remained strong. A Kateri Circle met
there monthly, as did a Secular
Franciscan fraternity.

In 1993, the chapel was
designated as the Archdiocesan shrine
to St. Kateri Tekakwitha, a distinct
honor. It brought more Native
Americans to Queen of Angels, where
they could worship in traditional ways.

Fr. Emeric Nordmeyer was the
last Franciscan to serve at Queen of
Angels Chapel. “It  was a very quiet
work of the Archdiocese. Every pueblo
had a patron saint there,” he recalled,
the statues numbering “at least a
dozen.”

“They were good years,” he
added of the period 2002-2012. “It
was like a family.” Indeed, the senior
citizens regularly attended the 4:00 PM
Mass on Saturdays, so when Queen of
Angels closed in October, 2012, and
St. Therese Parish on 4th Street NW
welcomed the new members, Fr.

Vincent Chávez moved the Saturday Mass to 4:00.
“It’s  well attended,” noted Fr. Chávez, “and

the people sing the most.”
To memorialize Queen of Angels Chapel, Fr.

Chávez had a bronze plaque installed near the front
doors of St. Therese Church. He felt it was important,
and has seen where it has warmed the hearts of those
who had been part of the chapel’s history. 

That history isn’t exactly ended, either. The
structure which housed Queen of Angels Chapel
remains, being used as the cafeteria for the Native
American Academy.

So, coming full circle, the building originally
constructed to educate Native American children
continues to function as part of the Native American
educational system. And a fitting tribute to the
Franciscans and lay people who worshiped there will
ensure their role is not forgotten.
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Scenes from the January Interprovincial Retreat

Brothers George and Maynard

Jude Winkler, OFMConv, led the retreat

Fathers Gilbert and Ron

Br. Bruce received a blessing before departing for three
months in Vietnam
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A Little Side Trip

On his return journey from the Interprovincial Retreat in January,
Fr. Joe Nelson made a side trip to El Paso.

He writes:

“I stopped for the weekend at my former parish, the historical La
Purisima Socorro Mission.  It is amazing what they have done.

“The Mission is one of three within an eight mile distance that date
back to the 1800s, and they are one of  the biggest tourist
attractions in El Paso.”

During Fr. Joe’s years in El Paso collaborating on establishing an
interprovincial friary to work with immigrants and the poor along
the border, he, Fr. Henry Beck and Fr. Frank Probst ran La
Purisima. Currently, Fr. Angel, a Mexican priest incardinated in the
El Paso Diocese, serves as pastor.

Fr. Joe noted, “He has pushed the people to improve the place.  He has put a wall at the entrance to the cemetery
and they have completed the restoration of the old rectory and turned the whole building into class rooms for
religious education.  They have built a rectory for him next to the old office, finished just about 5 months ago.”
There is also a gift shop, run by Fr. Joe’s long-time friend, Magda Maureira. “She has studied the history and
gives guests a tour when they come to the gift shop.”

One of the features of La Purisima is their Pieta statue. As Fr. Joe tells the story, “Years ago a soldier from the
base in El Paso married a local girl from the mission parish.  He eventually was very successful and made a
fortune.  He found out that Rome had, before the World War II, made a mold  of Michelangelo's Pieta for fear it
would be bombed.  He gave them a million dollars and got permission to make 112 copies from the mold so
people would not have to go to Rome to see the Pieta.” 

La Purisima received the first copy this artist gave away. “It has drawn a lot of crowds to the mission,” Fr. Joe
continued.  “They eventually plan to make a special chapel for the Pieta.”

Another project involves landscaping the area between
the current church and the Mission, installing three
fountains.

Where to Find Us...

Internet: www.swfranciscans.org
Facebook: SWFranciscans
Twitter: SWFranciscans
Youtube: SWFranciscans
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Monthly Profile
Fr. Chris Kerstiens, OFM

This profile might have been titled, “Fr. Chris
Goes to Jail,” but that might’ve sounded too much like
a headline from The National Enquirer.

It’s not that Fr. Chris has been sentenced to
jail, he goes of his own accord, as a ministry to the
inmates.

Lots of inmates.
Starting at the the Cibola County Correctional

Center in Grants, New Mexico, he also ministers at the
Albuquerque Metropolitan Detention Center,
Sandoval County Detention in Bernalillo, and the
Santa Fe County Adult Detention Center. He will  soon
begin volunteering at Acoma
Pueblo Detention Center, and, in
March, 2016 at  the Penitentiary
of New Mexico in Santa Fe.

He sees this ministry as
both inspiring and challenging.
“One of the major challenges is
relating to men and women
inmates in such a way that the
barriers between us dissolve and
trust and confidence come into
play,” Fr. Chris noted. “I may be
the first friar-priest they've ever
had contact with.”

Fr. Chris has noticed how
many inmates come from
backgrounds in which “church”
played littl e part, and have even
acquired a religious “lingo”  - a
way of expressing religious or
spiritual beliefs and experiences,
thanks to Pentecostals and
Evangelicals who are very active
in prison ministry. “I  myself have
needed to ‘acquire’ this mode of
communication in order to simply relate better,” he
added.

“Inmates are typically at a point in their lives in
which they are desperately seeking answers and
direction.  They've ‘been through it,’ and want to turn
their lives around,” Fr. Chris has observed. This
includes recovering from addictions to everything from

alcohol to heroin or crystal meth.
These transformations are part of what inspires

Fr. Chris to continue his ministry. “I  have the privilege
of witnessing men and women inmates really begin to
face their issues with a courage I could can only envy. 
I've also had the privilege of being exposed to the faith
of those who have served many years as inmates who
exhibit a maturity and depth that I will never reach.”

His own faith led him from his childhood in
Torrance, California, to the OFM Conventuals, and
then the OFMs in 2007. He was ordained to the
priesthood just a year ago, but had already spent three

years as a missioner with the
indigenous peoples of southern
Mexico, time as a “street
minister” in San Francisco, on the
Navajo Reservation and in the
New Mexico Pueblos. “I did
supervised ministry at Haven for
Hope in San Antonio, TX, an
innovative city-sponsored facility
for the homeless for a year,” Fr.
Chris added. He’s also served in
youth ministry, and spent six
months of his diaconate year at
St. John’s in Roswell.

Fr. Chris lives at Holy
Family Parish in Albuquerque,
and assists with Masses and other
duties in addition to his jail
ministry. He still finds time for
reading, though. “I love
scholarship,” and his interests
include “missiology, theology,
anthropology, southwestern
history and world religion,” he
explained. Walking and traveling

are other hobbies, and he enjoys good conversation.
He looks forward to “getting back into

drawing and maybe even painting” at some point.
Until then, “I'm starting to discover that there exists a
huge network of half-way houses and ‘post
incarceration’ centers/facilities here in New Mexico.
These represent future places for ministry.”

Fr. Chris Kerstiens blesses a child while
distributing Holy Communion at Holy Family

Parish.
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The Padres’ Trail is the newsletter for the Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Editor: Julie Ferraro, Director of Communications. 

Contact: 1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121. Office phone: 505-831-9199 
Send articles, photos, letters or article suggestions by the last day of the month to: communicationsolg@gmail.com

On January 26, 2016, Robert and Ethel Burns, parents of
Br. Michael Burns, celebrated 70 years of marriage with a
Mass at Immaculate Conception Church in Alamogordo,
New Mexico. Fr. Jack Clark Robinson, Minister
Provincial, presided at the liturgy.  Br. Michael was
privileged to present his parents with a special Apostolic
Blessing from Pope Francis for the occasion.
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